Press release

Anti-discrimination organizations: Quod erat demonstrandum, Minister Baconschi!

Bucharest, February 17th, 2010

Organizations signatory of the protest letter through which the resignation of Minister Baconschi for racist statements was requested, consider that the reaction of the MoFA to the protest letter only induces the idea of an institutionalized racism at a level of high representation of the Romanian state.
In any other European country statements as those of Minister Baconschi would lead to a resignation. In Romania, on the other hand, one witnesses corrections of an official statement from which one should understand that the Minister did not mean to say what he did say, following an explanation of what would have been desired to have been said.

Regretfully, in the new MoFA press release, there is a failed attempt again, in a discriminatory manner, to explain how the term “natural” was used Minister Baconschi had in his view the existence of a certain crime rate, considered as “natural”, within any community, but the syntagm used did not adequately send the message intended by the minister. We would like to remind the previous declaration of the Minister: “We have some natural, physiological problems, of criminality within some of the Romanian communities, especially among the communities of the Romanian citizens of Roma ethnicity”. Minimal logic shows that the Minister was not talking about any community but about some of the Romanian communities, explicitly nominating the Roma community. The syntagm ”some of the Romanian communities” stayed in the “corrected” press release which had the aim of “adequately sending the message intended by the minister” which shows that the Minister makes a differentiates Romanian communities, of which some have a higher crime rate than others, this high rate having, according to the “up-dated” press declaration a negative potential on Romania’s image.
No explanation for using the syntagm “physiological problems” in association with Roma ethnics is offered.

The press release continues with yet a new discriminatory statement: No higher crime rate exists among Romanian communities in other countries than the rate which can be found among other immigrant communities. One must take note of the fact that, in a MoFA press release, approved by the Minister, it is not known that Romanian citiyens in France are not immigrants, but European citizens. The statement is discriminatory because it makes an ungrounded differentiation between immigrant communities and the majority community, again an unacceptable differentiation at the level of public discourse, with a potential to fuel conflicts between immigrants and the citizens of a state. 

The signatory organizations request for the second time the resignation or the dismissal by the Prime Minister of Minister Baconschi. Keeping Minister Baconschi as the head of Romanian diplomacy, infringes upon the right to dignity of all Romanians, regardless of ethnicity, which does have indeed serious effects on Romania’s image.

Contact persons: Delia Niţă, Anti-discrimination Programme Manager, Center for Legal Resources, 0729 120383, 0728 033480, e-mail: delia@crj.ro
Iulian Stoian, Public policy and advocacy expert, Romanian Roma Civic Alliance,

 0754 575268, e-mail: iulian.stoian@acrr.ro
Signatory organizations:

· Active Watch – Media Monitoring Agency, Răzvan MARTIN, Coordinator of the Anti-discrimination Department

· Romanian Roma Civic Alliance, Iulian STOIAN, Public policy and advocacy expert

· Center for Legal Resources, Delia NIŢĂ, Anti-discrimination Programme Coordinator

· Pro Europe League, Smaranda ENACHE, Co-president

· Romani CRISS, Margareta MATACHE, Executive Director
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Clarifications from the MoFA regarding the protest letter signed by organizations member of the anti-discrimination coalition



 

 




	
Date: 16.02.2010

	  The minister of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs firmly reject any interpretation with a racist or ethnicist connotation of the syntagm used by the head of Romanian diplomacy in the press release from February 11th  2010.

Minister Baconschi had in his view the existence of a certain crime rate, considered as “natural”, within any community, but the syntagm used did not adequately send the Message intended by the minister. No higher crime rate exists among Romanian communities in other countries than the rate which can be found among other immigrant communities.

From the point of view of the MoFA and of Minister Baconschi, criminality is a question pertaining to individual behaviour and not to ethnicity.

Therefore, the syntagm has already been removed from the press declaration posted on the MoFA website.

The actions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have always aimed at close cooperation with the representative members of the Roma ethnicity and at the promotion, at European level of an approach concerning Roma issues. The appointment of a counselor to the Minister for Roma issues and the support and constant promotion of all initiatives connected to this subject at international level represent proof to this end.




