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“Treated like waste”: The Antidiscrimination Coalition joins Amnesty International’s alert signals on Roma housing 



The signatory organizations alongside with the Amnesty International call for the Government of Romania to take firm actions in order to stop the forced evacuation of Roma population and to ensure the appliance of the rights to a proper house, according to the international agreements on human rights, ratified by Romania, by legislative changes inclusively, to bring the Romanian legislation in the field to the assumed standards.  
The case documented by Amnesty International, in which 100 Roma people in Miercurea Ciuc were forcibly disclosed near a wastewater treatment plant in the outskirts in 2004, also appears   in the comparative report carried out by the UE Agency for Fundamental Rights on the housing conditions of Roma and Travelers
.  
In Miercurea Ciuc case, in absence of any alternative, the Roma are continuing to live near the wastewater treatment plant, with no access to the utilities, in an area where the law prohibits housing on the grounds of public health and where two small children had already died. 
The case,  a typical practice in recent years of some local authorities, represent a case of an environmental racism.  With the support of Romani CRISS, the victims have filed a criminal complaint before the courts in Romania and then, following unfavorable results, it was referred to the European Court of Human Rights; the case is pending.  
Miercurea Ciuc is not the only case. The cases challenged into court by the organizations Romani CRISS, PRO EUROPE LEAGUE, or APADOR- CH show that the forced evictions and demolitions, sometimes in winter time, at – 15 C degrees, by breaking the law, are frequently happening when it comes to Roma communities.  Moreover, the Roma communities are evicted to the outskirts, often in the nearby the wastewater treatment plant or of/on the city garbage pit, in an attempt to segregate the Roma community by the rest of the community.   
The FRA Report “The living conditions for Roma and Travelers” shows a series of housing typologies of the extreme poverty of the Roma people, emphasizing that, despite commitments of the Romanian government to improve the situation of Roma, these typologies were preserved over time, moreover the new ones have appeared, due to the practices of some authorities to move the Roma communities outside the cities/communities.   

The same report shows that the Romanian legislation in the field of housing is discriminating indirectly the Roma communities, ignoring the community specificity, who, for historical reasons, have less access to property then the majority communities, thus disproportionately exposing them to forced evictions and demolitions.      
Based on the Amnesty International recommendations, the Antidiscrimination Coalition calls the competent national and local authorities of the Romanian state for a series of measures and legislative changes in the housing matter, particularly to the Roma situation:


• To adopt political and judicial measures for the legalization of informal Roma settlements  

• To ensure legal protection against ethnical segregation and to stop physical separation of the Roma communities from the majority population, by any measures 

• To define and to include into the law the concepts such as: environmental racism, residential segregation, forced evictions, as well as measures to fight them etc.  

• To ratify the European Social Charter as a whole, in particular the articles 30- the right to protection against the poverty and social exclusion and 31 – the right to housing, as well as the Optional Protocol to this Charter since 1995, which allows the collective complaints procedure.    


Signatories from Anti-Discrimination Coalition:

Active Watch – Press Monitoring Agency 
The Civic Alliance of the Roma People in Romania
Accept Association 
The Centre for the Curricula Development and Gender Studies: FILIA

Centre for Legal Resources 
The Euroregional Centre for the Public Initiatives
The Partnership for Equality Center 
The Institute for the Public Policies 
PRO EUROPA LEAGUE
Romani CRISS

Contact: 

Monica Vasile, Romani CRISS, anamonica@romanicriss.org, 0721296029

David Mark, The Civic Alliance of the Roma People in Romania, david.mark@acrr.ro, 0752 07 27 17

� Available at http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/home/pub-cr-roma-housing_en.htm (01.02.2010).








