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CLR: Ponta is running a campaign which incites to hatred, appealing to most basic human instincts
Bucharest, 04.11.2014

During today, in the context of the electoral campaign, PM Victor Ponta stated the following: “Our project is a project
for the whole of Romania and it is a project for people. Mr. lohannis talks to things, | talk to people, to Romanians. Mr.
lohannis is a thing, | am a human, a Romanian, like all those from Transylvania, from Moldova, from Oltenia, from
Bucharest. | want us to build a country for people, not for things (...) You have seen them today, the other evening,
there around lohannis, around the thing they have done, for Mr. lohannis is a thing, he is not a political man.” !

After PM Ponta started his electoral campaign characterizing himself as being Romanian and Orthodox in a manner
which would have suggested that Romanianhood and Orthodoxy were in danger (“I don’t want anybody accusing me
or saying that it’s a flaw the fact that | am Romanian or Orthodox in my own country” ?) in the context where his main
contender is neither a Romanian ethnic nor of Orthodox religion;

after the Ponta campaign, through its spokesperson Gabriela Vanceanu Firea called Mr. lohannis “an incomplete
person” because he does not have children?;

After which, also today, in order to again raise the flag of the “Hungarian danger” candidate Ponta lies by saying that
Mr. Szilagyi, one of the Hungarian runners for president, wants to tear Transylvania apart from Romania, and by
consequence, claims he would not have liked to have his support, and implicitly neither that of the Romanian citizens
who voted for Mr. SzilagyiA;

the PM running for President Ponta, from a position which enjoys maximum public attention, calls his contender a
“thing”, taking away from him the very attributes of humanity. We draw attention to the fact that the thinking
mechanism whereby those who are not like us are portrayed as if they lacked humanity represents the sine qua non
condition for what led to the biggest tragedies in history, allowing for the “justification” of the most heinous crimes
through the dehumanization of those to become victims.

Such a speech is not only profoundly destructive for the Romanian society, with a potential to incite and set people
against each other, keeping the people in the area of primal instincts, incapable to accept as equal those different by
religion, ethnicity, family model, and all those who generally do not fit the model of those who are in a majority within
the confines of the country’s borders, but, what is more, when the message for the country is that a contender to the
highest state position is not human, anything becomes possible.

We also draw attention to the fact that the silence of state institutions which are mandated to sanction such speech,
all the more during electoral campaign, when the potential to do harm is maximum, shows complete politization and
the bankruptcy of the rule of law in Romania.
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