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Dear Minister,

Further to the latest constructive exchange that | had with the former Prime Minister Grindeanu, | take
the opportunity to contact you with regard to the specific issue of monitoring the human rights of
persons with disabilities living in institutions.

In the 2014 report | issued following my visit to Romania, | expressed my serious concem about the
widely reported abuse suffered by persons with disabilities living institutions, and these persons' lack of
effective access to justice.

In addition, by the letter that | addressed to the former Prime Minister Grindeanu last May | called for a
thorough investigation of allegations concerning serious human rights violations suffered by persons
with disabilities in institutions which have been reported by expert organisations, notably the Centre for
Legal Resources (CLR).

| was very concerned to leam that the visits carried out by CLR experts to institutions have ceased since
1 July due to the Romanian authorities’ decision not to renew the Memorandum of Understanding that
had been concluded with CLR in 2013.

I understand that the reason for this decision is the creation of an administrative authority under the
supervision of the Parliament, the Monitoring Council, whose mission would be to review the national
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). | welcome the
establishment of a monitoring mechanism in line with the requirements of CRPD.

However, | have learnt that the Monitoring Council is not yet operational as questions related to its
adequate staffing and material resources have not been resolved. The lack of effective monitoring puts
the human rights of persons with disabilities in institutions at serious risk, and may lead to violations of
CRPD and the European Convention on Human Rights. As you know, institutionalised people with
disabiliies are extremely vulnerable, with limited access to justice, and practically incapable of
defending themselves against potential abuse.

In view of the above, | would recommend the restoration of the Memorandum of Understanding or the
setting up of another form of collaboration between your authoriies and CLR, which would allow the
latter and other expert organisations to continue their monitoring.

I take this opportunity to reiterate the importance of close co-operation between national authorities and
NGOs with extensive expertise in the protection and promotion of the human rights of persons with
disabilities. Romania may only gain from making the most out of this valuable expertise.

I'look forward to receiving your reply and continuing a constructive dialogue,

Yours sincerely

Nils MuiZnieks
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Strasbourg, 14 Septembrie 2017
Doamna Ministru,

Tn continuarea celui mai recent schimb constructiv pe care l-am avut cu fostul Prim Ministru Grindeanu,
folosesc aceastd ocazie pentru a va contacta cu privire la chestiunea specifici a monitorizarii drepturilor
omului ale persoanelor cu dizabilitati care triiesc in institutii.

in raportul pe care l-am emis in 2014, ca urmare a vizitei mele in Romania, mi-am exprimat ingrijorarea
serioasa cu privire la abuzul larg raportat suferit de persoanele cu dizabilititi ce triiescin institutii, si lipsa
de acces efectiv la justitie al acestor persoane.

Tn plus, prin scrisoarea pe care i-am adresat-o fostului Prim Ministru Grindeanu in luna mai, am solicitat o
investigatie temeinicd a acuzatiilor referitoare la violari serioase ale drepturilor omului suferite de
persoane cu dizabilitati in institutii, care au fost raportate de organizatii cu expertiz3, in mod special de
cétre Centrul de Resurse Juridice (CRJ).

M-a ingrijorat foarte tare s aflu cd vizitele pe care le derulau expertii CRI in institutii nu se mai desfasoard
de la 1 iulie din cauza deciziei autoritatilor roméane de a nu reinnoi Protocolul care fusese incheiat cu CRJ
in 2013.

inteleg c& motivul acestei decizii este crearea unei autoritdti administrative sub supervizarea
Parlamentului, Consiliul de Meonitorizare, a c3rui misiune ar fi s3 monitorizeze implementarea national3 a
Conventiei ONU pentru Drepturile Persoanelor cu Dizabilitati (CRPD). Salut stabilirea unui mecanism de
monitorizare in conformitate cu cerintele CRPD.

Cu toate acestea, am aflat cd, din cauza nerezolvarii unor probleme legate de angajarea adecvats de
personal si resurse materiale suficiente, Consiliul de Monitorizare nu functioneazi inci. Absenta unei
monitorizari efective supune drepturile omului ale persoanelor cu dizabilititi din institutii la risc serios, si
poate duce la incalcari ale CRPD si ale Conventiei Europene a Drepturilor Omului. Dupd cum stiti,
persoanele cu dizabilitati institutionalizate sunt extrem de vulnerabile, cu acces limitat la justitie, 51 practic
incapabile a se apara in fata unui potential abuz.

Avénd in vedere cele de mai sus, ag recomanda restabilirea Protocolului sau instituirea unei alte forme de
colaborare intre autoritatile dumneavoastra si CRJ, care ar permite CRI si altor organizatii cu expertiza sa-
si continue monitorizarea.

Profit de aceasta ocazie pentru a reitera importanta cooperdrii indeaproape intre autoritatile nationale si
ONG-urile cu expertiza extinsd in protectia si promovarea drepturilor omului ale persoanelor cu
dizabilitdi. Romania nu are decat de cistigat dacd profitd la maxim de pe urma acestei expertize
valoroase.

Astept cu nerdbdare réspunsul dumneavoastr si continuarea unui dialog constructiv,
Cu stimd,

Nils MuiZnieks

! Traducere efectuats de Centrul de Resurse Juridice.



